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Course Overview 

Advanced Placement Music Theory is intended to develop musicianship skills- ear 
training, sight singing, composition, and keyboard harmony- along with cognitive knowledge of 
the elements of music and the foundations of tonal harmony. Topics covered include: review of 
notation of pitch and rhythm, scales, intervals, triads; basic principles of chord progressions and 
voice leading; elementary formal concepts such as cadence, phrase and period. Advanced topics 
will include larger musical forms, diatonic harmony, non-chord tones, second-inversion triads, 
seventh chords, harmonic progression, introduction to chromatic harmony and further analytical 
concepts such as levels of harmony. There are three distinct areas of music theory: aural 
(listening), performance (sight-singing), and written work. 

Teaching and learning in the Advanced Placement Music Theory class takes place in the 
variety of modes through which music is experienced. Theory is studied through: 

• Writing: written exercises, analysis, and practice examples; 
• Listening: listening to major historical musical works and analysis of aural 

examples; 
• Performance: Sight-singing performance as well as performance of musical 

examples, scales and chords on the piano and basic keyboard harmony; 
• Composition: composing on paper and in the music computer lab various 

examples in the style of music that is being studied (i.e. composition in sonata 
allegro style). 

Course Objectives: 

1.) Development and refinement of aural skills 
2.) Development of written musical skills (music notation) 

• writing music in any key signature 
• use of major and corresponding minor keys 

3.) Composition of music in various forms, including binary, rounded-binary, sonata- 
allegro, Bach chorale-style, theme & variations 

4.) Understanding and correct use of advanced musical vocabulary 
5.) Singing and performing (on the keyboard) scales, intervals, rhythms and melodies 
6.) Analysis of musical forms, harmonies, and melodic elements according to musical 

period 
7.) Construction of bass lines and harmonies in four-part Bach-chorale style 
8.) Development of an understanding of harmonic progression and proper treatment of 

chords 
9.) Roman numeral analysis and composition of a bass line given Roman & Arabic 
numerals 

Course Time & Prerequisites: 

This course is open to students in grades 10-12 who have taken Music Theory 1 & II. It provides 
students with a music experience that will take place in one fifty minute class period every 
school day for the entire school year. In years that Advanced Placement Music Theory runs, it 
has been through the AP Audit and has been approved. 



The curriculum is aligned to the New Jersey Core Curriculum Content Standards for Visual and 
Performing Arts which are: 

• Standard 1.1 The Creative Process: All students will demonstrate an understanding 
of the elements and principles that govern the creation of works of art in dance, 
music, theatre, and visual art. 

• Standard 1.2 History of Arts and Culture: All students will understand the role, 
development, and influence of the arts throughout history and-across cultures. 

• Standard 1.3 Performance: All students will synthesize those skills, media, 
methods, and technologies appropriate to creating, performing, and/or presenting 
works of art in dance, music, theatre, and visual art. 

• Standard 1.4 Aesthetic Responses and Critique Methodologies: All students will 
demonstrate and apply an understanding of arts philosophies, judgment, and analysis 
to works of art in dance, music, theatre, and visual art. 

The interdisciplinary and experiential nature of the Arts (where rigorous academic concepts are 
coupled with real-world hands-on lessons) allows connections to many NJ standard areas. As 
such, where applicable, integrations to the other New Jersey Core Curriculum Content Standards 
and Cumulative Progress Indicators have been noted (including the NJCCCS areas of 
Comprehensive Health and Physical Education, Science, Social Studies, World Languages, 
Technology, and 21st Century Life and Careers), along with integrations to the Common Core 
State Standards for English Language Arts and Mathematics. 

This 5 credit semester course helps fulfills the state mandate contained in NJ.AC. 6A:8- 
5 .1 ( a) 1 vii for "at least 5 credits in Visual and Performing Arts" for all students who entered high 
school in 2010 or later. 
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The relationship of the arts and culture is mutually dependent; culture affects the arts and the arts reflect and preserve culture. 
Human understanding and communication are enhanced through music. 
There are many different reasons why music is composed and performed, including communication, emotional expression, storytelling, and the 
commemoration of a person or event. 
The critical process of observing, describing, analyzing, interpreting, and evaluating leads to informed judgments regarding the relative merits of musical 

Enduring 
works. 
Knowledge of the symbolic notational system used for performing and writing music is essential for lifelong understanding and appreciation of music on a 

Understandings deeper level. 
An understanding of the fundamentals of music theory and sight-singing is crucial for ensuring the quality of one's musical performance. 
Understanding of the role, development and influence of music throughout history increases appreciation of the art form. 
Using digital tools helps one access, manage, evaluate and synthesize information in order to solve problems individually and collaboratively, and to create 
and communicate knowledge. 
Building knowledge of the fundamental principles of music theory is necessary for pursuing career pathways in music. 

Unit/Skill: 
Sight-Reading & Sight-Singing 

Days IUp to 20 minutes per instructional period, every day throughout the year 
NJCCCS 1.1 The Creative Process: All students will demonstrate an understanding of the elements and principles that govern the creation of works of art in dance, music, 

heatre, and visual art. 
1.3 Performance: All students will synthesize those skills, media, methods, and technologies appropriate to creating, performing, and/or presenting works of art 
in dance, music, theatre, and visual art. 

NJCCCS 1.1.12.B. l Examine how aspects of meter, rhythm, tonality, intervals, chords, and harmonic progressions are organized and manipulated to establish unity and 
CPI variety in genres of musical compositions. 

1.1.12.B.2 Synthesize knowledge of the elements of music in the deconstruction and performance of complex musical scores from diverse cultural contexts. 
1.3.12.B. l Analyze compositions from different world cultures and genres with respect to technique, musicality, and stylistic nuance, and/or perform excerpts 
with technical accuracy, appropriate musicality, and the relevant stylistic nuance. 
1.3 .12.B.2 Analyze how the elements of music are manipulated in original or prepared musical scores. 

Essential Why is it helpful as a musician to be able to sing ( or hear in your head) a piece of music without playing it on an instrument? 
Questions What can you do to increase your aural and sight-singing skills? 

How does sight-singing proficiency affect you as a musician? 
How do we read and notate music effectively? 
How is music, like science and math, a symbolic system of communication? 

Skills Accurately perform rhythm examples using rhythmic counting with various notes as the beat unit (whole, half, quarter, eighth, 16th). 
The Student Read and perform rhythms using 32nd, l 61

\ eighth, quarter, half and whole notes and rests in any meter, with dots, ties and triplet markings. 
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Will ... Correctly identify all meter signatures and assign and perform appropriate conducting patterns. 
Recognize and accurately perform rhythms in simple duple, simple triple, compound duple and compound triple meters. 
Recognize and accurately perform varied tempo markings (allegro, andante, presto, largo, lento, moderato, etc.) as marked by the composer. 
Perform various 2-part rhythmic examples with a partner and on one's own. 
Read and identify by solfege syllable all notes on the treble, bass, and alto clef staves (as well as ledger lines above and below staves) within a given a key 
signature. 
Identify and accurately perform intervals in the diatonic scale. 
Accurately read and perform (sing) melodies written in all major and minor key signatures (find "do" or "la" in any key signature) 
Sing with good intonation (remain in tune) when reading music using moveable "do" and "la-minor" 
Accurately sing conjunct and disjunct diatonic melodies written on the treble, bass and alto clef staves (with leaps up to a 6th). 
Identify and reproduce intervals, scales and chord structures with the voice. 
Accurately sing melodies with skips in the I, IV, & V chords. 
Identify and accurately perform accidentals written in music (sharp, flat, natural). 
Read and perform (sing) major, minor, chromatic, Blues, and whole tone scales. 
[Accurately sing all modes (Ionian, Dorian, Phrygian, Lydian, Mixolydian, Aeolian, Locrian). 
Perform music that has both consonant and dissonant harmonies with a partner or in a small group. 
Perform music of monophonic, polyphonic, and homophonic textures. 
Perform sight-singing examples starting on an anacrusis. 
Accurately perform melodies which modulate from major to minor or vice versa. 

Assessment Student individual and group vocal performance of melodies and duets they have not previously seen. 
Student individual and group vocal performance of scales and modes. 
Student performance of rhythmic examples previously unseen. 

Literacy OC.,.11-12.6. Acquire and use accurately general academic and domain-specific words and phrases, sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the 
Integration college and career readiness level; demonstrate independence in gathering vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to 

comprehension or expression. 
Science 5.1.12.D.1 Engage in multiple forms of discussion in order to process, make sense of, and learn from others' ideas, observations, and experiences. 
Integration 
Health & Phys Ed 12.5.12.B.2 Apply a variety of mental strategies to improve performance. 
Intearation 2.5.12.B.3 Analyze factors that influence intrinsic and extrinsic motivation and employ techniques to enhance individual and team effectiveness. 
21st Century Life 9 .4 .12. C.( 4 ). 7 Demonstrate a varied repertoire of music through vocal or instrumental performance, alone and with others, to show competence with 
& Careers fundamental elements used in the pathway. 

9 .4.12.C.( 4).5 Demonstrate knowledge of music theory to convey an understanding of fundamental themes and patterns. 
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Unit/Skill: 
Aural Skills and Dictation 

Days Up to 20 minutes per instructional period, 5 times a week throughout the year. 
NJCCCS 1.1 The Creative Process All students will demonstrate an understanding of the elements and principles that govern the creation of works of art in dance, music, 

~heatre, and visual art. 
1.3 Performance: All students will synthesize those skills, media, methods, and technologies appropriate to creating, performing, and/or presenting works of art 
in dance, music, theatre, and visual art. 

NJCCCS 1.1.12.B. l Examine how aspects of meter, rhythm, tonality, intervals, chords, and harmonic progressions are organized and manipulated to establish unity and 
CPI variety in genres of musical compositions. 

1.1.12.B.2 Synthesize knowledge of the elements of music in the deconstruction and performance of complex musical scores from diverse cultural contexts. 
1.3.12.B. l Analyze compositions from different world cultures and genres with respect to technique, musicality, and stylistic nuance, and/or perform excerpts 
lwith technical accuracy, appropriate musicality, and the relevant stylistic nuance. 
1.3 .12.B.2 Analyze how the elements of music are manipulated in original or prepared musical scores. 

Essential How does sharpening your aural skills make you a better musician? 
Questions What can you do on your own to increase your aural skills? 

What examples ( of intervals and harmonies) that we have studied in class can you apply to popular music? 
Skills Aurally distinguish, identify, and notate major, minor (3 forms), chromatic, Blues, and whole tone scales. 
The Student Aurally identify and accurately notate intervals in the diatonic scale. 
Will ... Aurally distinguish meter and rhythmic figures (whole, half, quarter, eighth, and 16th notes and rests) and accurately notate. 

Aurally distinguish rhythmic figures (whole, half, quarter, eighth, and 16th notes and rests) with dots, ties, and triplets and accurately notate. 
Aurally distinguish pitches and rhythms of major and minor melodies (given a key signature) and accurately notate on the staff. 
!Aurally distinguish pitches and rhythms of melodies in simple duple, simple triple, compound duple and compound triple meters and accurately notate on the 
staff. 
!Aurally distinguish the highest (soprano) and lowest (bass) voices of a 4-part chorale and accurately notate on the staff. 
!Aurally identify chord qualities (maj, min, aug., dim, maj/min/hlf dim/dim 7th). 
Aurally distinguish cadences (HC, PAC, IAC, DC, PgC). 
Aurally identify triad and seventh chord inversions (l '\ z=, 3rd). 
Aurally identify and notate melodies with chromatic tones or notes altered with accidentals. 

Assessment Student notation of teacher-played musical examples. 
Student aural identification of teacher-played musical examples. 

Literacy L.11-12.6. Acquire and use accurately general academic and domain-specific words and phrases, sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the 
Integration college and career readiness level; demonstrate independence in gathering vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to 

comprehension or expression. 
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Health & Phys 12.5.12.B.2 Apply a variety of mental strategies to improve performance. 
Ed Integration 
Science 5.1.12.D.1 Engage in multiple forms of discussion in order to process, make sense of, and learn from others' ideas, observations, and experiences. 
Integration 
21st Century Life 9 .4.12. C.( 4 ). 7 Demonstrate a varied repertoire of music through vocal or instrumental performance, alone and with others, to show competence with 
& Careers fundamental elements used in the pathway. 

9.4.12.C.(4).5 Demonstrate knowledge of music theory to convey an understanding of fundamental themes and patterns. 

Unit/Skill: 
Written Music Theory 

Days Every day, up to 40 minutes. 
NJCCCS l. 1 The Creative Process All students will demonstrate an understanding of the elements and principles that govern the creation of works of art in dance, music, 

heatre, and visual art. 
NJCCCS 1.1.12.B. l Examine how aspects of meter, rhythm, tonality, intervals, chords, and harmonic progressions are organized and manipulated to establish unity and 
CPI variety in genres of musical compositions. 

1.1.12.B.2 Synthesize knowledge of the elements of music in the deconstruction and performance of complex musical scores from diverse cultural contexts. 
Essential How is sound organized to make music? 
Questions How is music, like science and mathematics, a symbolic system of communication? 

How does an understanding of music theory enhance appreciation of music? 
How are the elements of music interrelated in this piece? 
How do composers use organization to achieve a cohesive musical expression? 
How are sounds and silence organized and juxtaposed in various musical forms? 

Skills Read and accurately notate examples using all notes on the treble, bass and alto clef staves. 
The Student Read and use in notational example all accidentals and enharmonic equivalents. 
Will ... Read and use in notation all major and minor key signatures using the Circle of Fifths. 

Read and accurately notate all rhythmic figures from 32nd note through breve (double whole note). 
Read and accurately notate all meter signatures in simple duple, simple triple, compound duple and compound triple from 16th note through whole note beat 
divisions. 
Write music with clear penmanship. 
Read and accurately transpose music in seven modes (Ionian, Dorian, Phrygian, Lydian, Mixolydian, Aeolian, and Locrian). 
Transpose a piece of music from one key to another. 
Read and interpret an orchestral score. 
Identify scale degree names. 
Read, identify and accurately notate whole tone, octatonic, and pentatonic scales. 
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Read, identify and accurately notate all intervals (distances between notes) and compound intervals . 
Identify and accurately notate all major, minor, augmented and diminished triads and inversions. 
Identify and accurately notate all seventh chords (major, minor, diminished, half diminished) and inversions. 
Identify qualities of and accurately notate all triads in major and minor keys according to scale degree. 
Identify and accurately notate chords according to figured bass symbols. 
!Accurately realize (notate parts of) a figured bass by filling in tenor, alto and soprano voices from a given bass line and symbolic chord notations. 
Identify and accurately notate non-harmonic tones in chordal analysis (PT, NT, ET, App, Sus, Ret, Ant, CT, PT) composition. 
!Accurately identify cadences in written analysis (HC, PAC, IAC, DC, PgC). 
!Accurately identify the elements of melodic structure in musical analysis: motive, sequence, phrase and period. 
Accurately identify types and elements of texture in musical analysis (monophonic, polyphonic, homophonic, primary melody, supporting melody, parallel 
melody, harmonic and rhythmic support, etc). 
Create a textural reduction through analysis of a piece of music. 
Practice proper voice-leading techniques when realizing figured basses. 
Follow rules for voice leading from one chord to another based on the distance between roots. 
A void un-stylistic or egregious errors when realizing figured basses. 
Properly identify, build and resolve Dominant and leading tone seventh chords. 
Properly identify and notate non-dominant seventh chords. 
Identify the different types of modulation in musical analysis. 
Identify the uses of secondary dominant chords, recognize in music analysis, and properly resolve in written musical examples. 
Recognize musical forms in analysis of music examples: da capo aria, binary, ternary, rounded-binary, sonata-allegro, strophic, through-composed). 

Assessment Written music theory examples in class and homework. 
Student written analysis of musical excerpts. 
Online and/or written evaluations of student knowledge and understanding. 
Evaluation of student composition. 

Literacy L.11-12.6. Acquire and use accurately general academic and domain-specific words and phrases, sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the 
Integration college and career readiness level; demonstrate independence in gathering vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to 

comprehension or expression. 
Mathematics 3.NF. l Understand a fraction 1/b as the quantity formed by 1 part when a whole is partitioned into b equal parts; understand a fraction alb as the quantity formed 
Integration by a parts of size I /b. 

3.NF.3 Explain equivalence of fractions in special cases, and compare the fractions by reasoning about their size. 
14.NF.3 Content Statement - Understand addition and subtraction of fractions as joining and separating parts referring to the same whole 

Science 5.1.12.D.1 Engage in multiple forms of discussion in order to process, make sense of, and learn from others' ideas, observations, and experiences. 
Intezration 
World Language 7. l .NM.A.1 Recognize familiar spoken or written words and phrases contained in culturally authentic materials using electronic information sources related to 
Integration arzeted themes. 
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Technology 8.1.12.F .2 Analyze the capabilities and limitations of current and emerging technology resources and assess their potential to address educational, career, 
Integration [personal, and social needs. 
21st Century Life 9 .4.12.C.( 4).5 Demonstrate knowledge of music theory to convey an understanding of fundamental themes and patterns. 
& Careers 

Unit/Skill: 
Performance & Keyboard Skill 

Days Up to 30 minutes of instructional period, 1 time per week. 
NJCCCS 1.3 Performance: All students will synthesize those skills, media, methods, and technologies appropriate to creating, performing, and/or presenting works of art in 

dance, music, theatre, and visual art. 
NJCCCS 1.3 .12.B. l Analyze compositions from different world cultures and genres with respect to technique, musicality, and stylistic nuance, and/or perform excerpts 
CPI with technical accuracy, appropriate musicality, and the relevant stylistic nuance. 

1.3.12.B.2 Analyze how the elements of music are manipulated in original or prepared musical scores. 
Essential Does a musical performance have to be public to be meaningful? 
Questions What makes a significant and meaningful performance? 

How does the style of music affect the behavior of the audience? 
What difficulties do you encounter when playing your instrument? 

Skills Play major scale and 3 forms of minor scale on the piano in any key. 
The Student Transpose and play a mode (Ionian, Dorian, Phrygian, Lydian, Mixolydian, Aeolian, Locrian) in scale form in any key on the piano. 
Will... Build and play major, minor, augmented and diminished triads and their inversions on the piano. 

Build and play all seventh chords (maj, min, half dim, dim) and their inversions on the piano. 
Perform various musical examples in class on the piano and/or primary instrument. 
Perform a work from one of the periods of music history for the class on the student's primary instrument. 
iAttend a concert of an ensemble in which the student does not participate and critique for teacher and/or class. 

Assessment Student performance of various musical excerpts, examples, or pieces. 
Student critique of a concert performance. 

Literacy L.11-12.6. Acquire and use accurately general academic and domain-specific words and phrases, sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the 
Integration college and career readiness level; demonstrate independence in gathering vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to comprehension 

or expression. 
Health & Phys 2.5.12.B.2 Apply a variety of mental strategies to improve performance. 
Ed Integration 
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Science 5.1.12.D.1 Engage in multiple forms of discussion in order to process, make sense of, and learn from others' ideas, observations, and experiences. 
Integration 
World 7. l .NM.A. l Recognize familiar spoken or written words and phrases contained in culturally authentic materials using electronic information sources related to 
Language argeted themes. 
Intearation 7. l .NM.A.2 Demonstrate comprehension of simple, oral and written directions, commands, and requests through appropriate physical response. 
21st Century 9.4.12.C.(4).7 Demonstrate a varied repertoire of music through vocal or instrumental performance, alone and with others, to show competence with fundamental 
Life & Careers elements used in the pathway. 

9.4.12.C.(4).5 Demonstrate knowledge of music theory to convey an understanding of fundamental themes and patterns. 

Unit/Skill: 
History, Culture & Listening 

Davs Up to 50 minutes of class period for 3 weeks of class, and as applicable when integrated with other units (i.e. written music theory) 
NJCCCS 1.2 History of the Arts and Culture: All students will understand the role, development, and influence of the arts throughout history and across cultures 

1.4 Aesthetic Responses & Critique Methodologies All students will demonstrate and apply an understanding of arts philosophies, judgment, and analysis to 
works of art in dance, music, theatre, and visual art. 

NJCCCS 1.2.12.A.1 Determine how dance, music, theatre, and visual art have influenced world cultures throughout history. 
CPI 1.2.12.A.2 Justify the impact of innovations in the arts ( e.g., the availability of music online) on societal norms and habits of mind in various historical eras. 

1 .4.12.A. l Use contextual clues to differentiate between unique and common properties and to discern the cultural implications of works of dance, music, theatre, 
and visual art. 
1.4.12.A.2 Speculate on the artist's intent, using discipline-specific arts terminology and citing embedded clues to substantiate the hypothesis. 
1.4.12.A.3 Develop informed personal responses to an assortment of artworks across the four arts disciplines (dance, music, theatre, and visual art), using 
[historical significance, craftsmanship, cultural context, and originality as criteria for assigning value to the works. 
1.4.12.A.4 Evaluate how exposure to various cultures influences individual, emotional, intellectual, and kinesthetic responses to artwork. 
1.4.12.B. l Formulate criteria for arts evaluation using the principles of positive critique and observation of the elements of art and principles of design, and use 
hhe criteria to evaluate works of dance, music, theatre, visual, and multimedia artwork from diverse cultural contexts and historical eras. 
1.4.12.B.2 Evaluate how an artist's technical proficiency may affect the creation or presentation of a work of art, as well as how the context in which a work is 
performed or shown may impact perceptions of its significance/meaning. 
1.4.12.B.3 Determine the role of art and art-making in a global society by analyzing the influence of technology on the visual, performing, and multimedia arts 
for consumers, creators, and performers around the world. 

Essential How does this music reflect our culture or the culture in which it was composed? 
Questions What elements help classify a piece of music as belonging to a specific period, genre or culture? 

How do the historical or cultural elements of the piece enhance the aesthetic appeal of the composition? 
How has technology changed the way we experience music throughout the ages? 
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How is a piece of music a time capsule of a composer's period, culture, or style? 
Why and how to do people have a kinesthetic reaction to music? 
How do music and history influence each other? 
How does one musical era affect another? 
How do politics influence music at a school, local and global level? 
What is music's role in our present day society? 
Does classical music still have a relevant role in today's society? 
How do we distinguish representative genres and styles in a variety of cultures? 
How has the style of music changed within your lifetime? 
Can you suggest some effective means of developing a familiarity with and understanding of the music of varying periods and cultures? 
Can you identify any characteristics of music of a particular musical period that are similar to popular music today? 
Throughout history, and in many cultures still, singing and dancing by everyone present is a customary part of community activity and social gatherings. Why do 
~ou think entertainment has been largely superseded in Western culture by passive activities like watching television, attending a concert, or viewing a movie? 
Why do you suppose the modes we recognize as the major and minor scales came to be preferred over the other modes for a very long historical period? 
IDo you know of any women composers, conductors, or performers today? Do you think there is equal opportunity for women and men in the world of classical 
music today? 
Do you think you would rather watch and listen to a performance of an opera in its original language, or translated into English? 
Do you feel more like you resonate with Classical or Romantic music and ideals? 
Can you think of pieces of music that tell a story? 
Do you believe your tastes in music will change over time? 

Skills 
!The Student 
Will... 

Read and have an understanding of Gregorian Chant, neurnatic notation, and the origins of solfege and the Guidonian hand. 
Identify the major periods of music history by date (Medieval, Renaissance, Baroque, Classical, Romantic, Post-Romantic, Impressionist, Contemporary). 
Identify characteristics of musical style from each of the musical periods. 
Describe the major political and cultural movements of each historical period. 
Categorize significant pieces and composers by musical period based on musical characteristics. 
Identify musical textures and their evolution in musical style. 
Research a period of music history, analyzing important events, political changes, and their impact on the arts. 
Research and discuss the lives of eminent composers of each of musical eras. 
Present a lesson to the class using PowerPoint, musical excerpts, video, and/or other digital media. 
Discuss how technology has changed the world of music throughout the musical periods. 
Discuss the stylistic changes in music over time. 
!Aurally identify several major classical works. 
Follow an orchestral score while listening to an orchestra piece. 
Identify characteristics of the keyboard works of Bach, Mozart, Beethoven, Chopin and others. 
Identify characteristics of the orchestral music of Vivaldi, Handel, Mozart, Beethoven, Stravinsky and others. 
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Identify characteristics of Jazz and Blues compositions. 
Assessment Student presentation of era of musical history to class. 

Student aural identification of music selections and classification by era. 
Student identification of musical characteristics of periods. 

!Teacher and student discussion of political and cultural movements. 
Class listening and discussion of musical characteristics and score analysis. 
Student written response to historical or cultural eras and their music. 

Literacy 
Integration 

RL.11-12. l. Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text, including 
determining where the text leaves matters uncertain. 
W.11-12.8. Gather relevant information from multiple authoritative print and digital sources, using advanced searches effectively; assess the strengths and 
limitations of each source in terms of the task, purpose, and audience; integrate information into the text selectively to maintain the flow of ideas, avoiding 
!Plagiarism and overreliance on any one source and following a standard format for citation. 
SL.11-12.1. Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions ( one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grades 
11-12 topics, texts, and issues, building on others' ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively. 
SL.11-12.2. Integrate multiple sources of information presented in diverse formats and media ( e.g., visually, quantitatively, orally) in order to make informed 
decisions and solve problems, evaluating the credibility and accuracy of each source and noting any discrepancies among the data. 
SL.11-12.3. Evaluate a speaker's point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric, assessing the stance, premises, links among ideas, word choice, 
!Points of emphasis, and tone used. 
SL.11-12.4. Present information, findings, and supporting evidence, conveying a clear and distinct perspective, such that listeners can follow the line of 
~easoning, alternative or opposing perspectives are addressed, and the organization, development, substance, and style are appropriate to purpose, audience, and a 
~ange of formal and informal tasks. . 
SL.11-12.5. Make strategic use of digital media ( e.g., textual, graphical, audio, visual, and interactive elements) in presentations to enhance understanding of 
findings, reasoning, and evidence and to add interest. 
SL.11-12.6. Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating a command of formal English when indicated or appropriate. 
L. 11-12 .1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking. 
L.11-12 .2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing. 
L.11-12.4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases based on grades 11-12 reading and content, choosing flexibly 
from a range of strategies. 
L.11-12.6. Acquire and use accurately general academic and domain-specific words and phrases, sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the 
college and career readiness level; demonstrate independence in gathering vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to comprehension 
or expression. 
WHST.11-12.4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 
WHST.11-12.6. Use technology, including the Internet, to produce, publish, and update individual or shared writing products in response to ongoing feedback, 
including new arguments or information. 

Health & Phys 2.4.12.A. l Compare and contrast how family structures, values, rituals, and traditions meet basic human needs worldwide. 
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Ed Integration 2.3.12.C.3 Predict the societal impact of substance abuse on the individual, family, and community. 
2.3 .12.C. l Correlate duration of drug abuse to the incidence of drug-related injury, illness, and death. 
2.3 .12.B.3 Correlate increased alcohol use with challenges that may occur at various life stages. 
2.2.12.C.2 Judge how individual or group adherence, or lack of adherence, to core ethical values impacts the local, state, national, and worldwide community. 
2.2.12.C. l Analyze the impact of competition on personal character development. 

Science 5.1.12.D.1 Engage in multiple forms of discussion in order to process, make sense of, and learn from others' ideas, observations, and experiences. 
Intesration 
Social Studies 6.1.12.D. l 4.f Determine the influence of multicultural beliefs, products (i.e., art, food, music, and literature), and practices in shaping contemporary American 
Integration culture. 

6.2.12.D.2.a Determine the factors that led to the Renaissance and the impact on the arts. 
6.2.12.D.2.d Analyze the impact of new intellectual, philosophical, and scientific ideas on how humans viewed themselves and how they viewed their physical 
and spiritual worlds. (during the Renaissance) 
6 .2 .12.D .2 .e Assess the impact of the printing press and other technologies developed on the dissemination of ideas. 
6.2.12.D.4.k Analyze how the arts represent the changing values and ideals of society. 

World 7. I .NM.A. I Recognize familiar spoken or written words and phrases contained in culturally authentic materials using electronic information sources related to 
Language ~argeted themes. 
Integration 7.1.NM.A.3 Recognize a few common gestures and cultural practices associated with the target culture(s). 

Technology 8.1.12.A.3 Participate in online courses, learning communities, social networks, or virtual worlds and recognize them as resources for lifelong learning. 
Integration 8.1.12.F.2 Analyze the capabilities and limitations of current and emerging technology resources and assess their potential to address educational, career, 

personal, and social needs. 
21st Century 9.1.12.A. l Apply critical thinking and problem-solving strategies during structured learning experiences. 
Life & Careers 9 .1.12.B.1 Present resources and data in a format that effectively communicates the meaning of the data and its implications for solving problems, using multiple 

perspectives. 
9.1.12.C.4 Demonstrate leadership and collaborative skills when participating in online learning communities and structured learning experiences. 
9.1.12.C.5 Assume a leadership position by guiding the thinking of peers in a direction that leads to successful completion of a challenging task or project. 
9.1.12.D.1 Interpret spoken and written communication within the appropriate cultural context. 
9.1.12.E. l Create messages for different purposes and audiences with sensitivity to cultural, gender, and age diversity, using various digital media outlets. 
9.1.12.F.2 Demonstrate a positive work ethic in various settings, including the classroom and during structured learning experiences. 
9 .4.12.C.( 4).5 Demonstrate knowledge of music theory to convey an understanding of fundamental themes and patterns. 
9.4.12.C.(4).6 Analyze aural examples of musical compositions representing diverse styles, cultures, and historical periods to build a broad understanding of the 
styles in the pathway. 
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Unit/Skill: 
Composition 

Days Up to 50 minutes of class period for 3 weeks of class, and as applicable when integrated with other units (i.e. written music theory) 
NJCCCS 1.3 Performance All students will synthesize those skills, media, methods, and technologies appropriate to creating, performing, and/or presenting works of art in 

dance, music, theatre, and visual art. 
NJCCCS 1.3.12.B.3 Improvise works through the conscious manipulation of the elements of music, using a variety of traditional and nontraditional sound sources, 
CPI including electronic sound-generating equipment and music generation programs. 

1.3 .12.B.4 Arrange simple pieces for voice or instrument using a variety of traditional and nontraditional sound sources or electronic media, and/or analyze 
prepared scores using music composition software. 

Essential Why is it important to learn the rules of composition? 
Questions What inspires someone to create a piece of music? 

What are some inspirational ideas that you would like to compose a piece about? 
Skills Add non-harmonic tones to a Bach chorale. 
The Student Compose a rhythmic duet with a partner and perform for the class. 
Will ... Compose phrase completions given the first half of a phrase. 

Compose a melody, given rules and guidelines for melody composition. 
Compose a harmonic progression and notate the figured bass. 
Compose a harmonic progression to a given melody. 
Compose tenor, alto and soprano lines to a given figured bass line. 
Compose the first movement of a Sonatina using sonata- allegro form in the style of Haydn, Clementi, or Mozart . 
Write a 12-bar Blues arrangement with an instrumental improvisation. 
Compose harmonic progressions that are stylistically appropriate for the Common Practice period. 
Compose a harmonic progression (and figured bass) appropriate for a given melody. 
Compose counterpoint to a cantus firmus, with attention to rules for movement between voices. 
Compose a 4-part chorale in the Common Practice style (using stylist rules of J.S. Bach). 

Assessment Finished composition task submitted electronically or in written format. 
Literacy L.11-12.6. Acquire and use accurately general academic and domain-specific words and phrases, sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the 
Integration college and career readiness level; demonstrate independence in gathering vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to comprehension 

or expression. 
Mathematics 3.NF.1 Understand a fraction 1 /bas the quantity formed by I part when a whole is partitioned into b equal parts; understand a fraction alb as the quantity formed 
Integration by a parts of size 1/b. 
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3.NF.3 Explain equivalence of fractions in special cases, and compare the fractions by reasoning about their size. 
!4.NF.3 Content Statement - Understand addition and subtraction of fractions as joining and separating parts referring to the same whole. 

Health & Phys l2.5.12.A.3 Design and lead a rhythmic activity that includes variations in time, space, force, flow, and relationships ( creative, cultural, social, and fitness dance). 
Ed Integration 
World 7. l .NM.A. l Recognize familiar spoken or written words and phrases contained in culturally authentic materials using electronic information sources related to 
Language argeted themes. 
Intearation 
Technology 8.1.12.F.2 Analyze the capabilities and limitations of current and emerging technology resources and assess their potential to address educational, career, 
Intesration personal, and social needs. 
21st Century 9.4.12.C.( 4).5 Demonstrate knowledge of music theory to convey an understanding of fundamental themes and patterns. 
Life & Careers 
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